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Our President’s Voice – 
 
As you all may have noticed, we have not had 
meetings this Fall (2008).  We will be starting up 
again April 23, 2009.   
 
The Board of Directors for CNYAPG recently 
got together to discuss the Spring 2009 schedule 
and ways we could improve what CNYAPG 
offers to our members.  We came up with some 
core benefits: monthly meetings with speakers on 
work-related topics and “fun” geologic topics, 
and continuing education credits for professional 
certifications.               Now, what do you think? 
 
What is CNYAPG? 
According to our website 
(www.dreamscape.com/cnyapg/) the purpose of 
CNYAPG is: 

• To strengthen and advance the geologic 
sciences as a profession and to provide an open 
forum for the exchange of ideas;  

• To promote the protection of public 
welfare through the professional practice of 
geologic sciences;  

• To inspire and maintain the highest 
standards of professional conduct, business 
ethics, and personal honor of the membership;  

• To foster the spirit of scientific research 
throughout the membership;  

• To publish and otherwise disseminate 
information related to the geologic sciences and 
associated technologies;  

•  

 

• To maintain and encourage intra- and 
inter-association activities, to enhance the 
association's programs and to encourage the 
affiliation of individual members with other 
scientific and technical organizations;  

 
The most important item comes last, the 
networking aspect…”hobnobbing with our 
fellow wizards”, trouble, like most things in life, 
it doesn’t work if you don’t show up.  And it’s 
not just a job fair, it’s a chance to catch up with 
colleagues, learn something new.  All it takes is 
one night a month.  Trust me I know how 
difficult that one night can be to come up with, 
between work, family, domestic engineering 
(including home improvement).  What’s the 
benefit to giving up one night per month to meet 
fellow geologists and learn something new and 
germane to our profession?  Why am I a member 
and why do I go to the meetings?????  Because I 
believe we as geologist need to confer with other 
geologists, we need to be stretched and 
challenged to think about new things and from 
different perspectives.  Isn’t that most 
entertaining thing about being a geologist?  We 
take the evidence in front of our faces and use 
our experience, education, and imagination to 
come up with processes to produce what we 
observe.  I don’t know about the rest of you, but I 
work and learn best when I have others to bounce 
ideas, impressions, hypotheses off of.  CNYAPG 
offers the venue to do this, the opportunity to 
check in with other geologists with different 
ideas, goals, and experiences. 
 

http://www.dreamscape.com/cnyapg/
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Speaking of ideas, goals, experiences, and the 
need to stretch and think outside of our 
individual boxes, we are sending this to all 
members and former members.  This is a broad 
appeal to let me know what CNYAPG has done 
and could do for you.  Is the monthly meeting the 
best service we can offer?  Is that just old hat and 
you are looking for something else?  If 
networking is the goal, then everyone has to 
show up.  If continuing education is the goal: 

what are the hot topics we are facing this year?  
Is it remediation? Investigation? Soil vapor 
intrusion studies? Coal tar?  Brownfields?  
Bringing a site to closure??? Onondaga Lake???? 
Going back for the masters???? Professional 
Certifications?? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
INFORMATION REQUEST!!!! 

 
We have received a request for help!!!!! 

Anyone ever hear of EARTHCACHE????  It is a site is a special place that people can visit to learn about a 
unique geoscience feature or aspect of our Earth.  Visitors to EarthCache sites can see how our planet has 
been shaped by geological processes, how we manage the resources and how scientists gather evidence to 
learn about the Earth at: http://www.earthcache.org/

EarthCaches primarily help display any of various geological features, including but not limited to the 
following features: cave, coastal, erosional, fault, fossil, geomorphological, glacial, hydrologic, igneous 
(Plutonic and Volcanic), impact, metamorphic, mineral, mining, river, sedimentary, and structural. 

One example of an existing EarthCache in Central New York brings people to Green Lakes State Park: 
http://coord.info/GCZDE2

This EarthCache focuses on the miromictic lakes Green Lake and Round Lake within the park. Clark's 
Reservation also has an EarthCache, and there are several near the Finger Lakes. 

EarthCache sites must provide Earth science lessons, must be educational, must follow the principles of Leave 
No Trace outdoor ethics, must involve visitors undertaking some educational task that relates to the site, and 
must have prior approval of the landowners before submission. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.earthcache.org/
http://coord.info/GCZDE2
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We will be starting the Spring 2009 with an open meeting (i.e. no cost to attend) April 23, 2009 at 
ARCADIS conference rooms 11 & 12.  The speaker will be Keith A. White, C.P.G., P.G., ARCADIS.  A 
brief abstract of his talk and direction to ARCADIS follow.  ARCADIS has generously offered to provide 
pizza and soda/water/coffee for this open meeting.  Please RSVP to Annette at Parratt-Wolff via phone (315) 
437-1429 or email info@pwinc.com by April 16, 2009. 
 
We will be holding elections at the May 2009 meeting.  We’re hoping for new members to step up to being on 
the Board of Directors, committee chairs etc.  A slate of candidates will be sent to the membership via email 
prior to the April Meeting.  If anyone would like to add their name, please email either myself or Nate Pratt 
(npratt@gesonline.com). 
 
 
Hope to see you at the next meeting!     
 
Thanks, 
 
Maureen Whalen 
President, CNYAPG 

mailto:mnpratt@gesonline.com
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What would it take to bring you out to a meeting?   2009 CNYAPG Interest Survey 
 
Please rate the following categories: 
     Yes  No  No Opinion 
Speaker/topic, sufficient notice  ______ ______ _________ 
 
The cost of the dinner    ______ ______ _________ 
 
The food    ______ ______ _________ 
 
Convenience after work   ______ ______ _________ 
 
Speaker/topics of “geologic interest” ______  ______ _________ 
 
Relevance of the topic to your work? ______ ______ _________ 
 
More reminders about the date???  ______ ______ _________ 
 
Symposium    ______ ______ _________ 
 
Continuing Education  Credits ______ ______ _________ 
 
Field Trips    ______ ______ _________ 
 
Prep for professional certification 
(Associated State Board of Geologist or ASBOG exam 
 

______ ______ _________ 
 
Comments, Ideas, Other: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please complete and bring with you to the next meeting or email your thoughts to the 
board at (cnyapg@dreamscape.com). Your opinion as an interested member of our 
community counts! We hope to see you, your answers, and ideas for the coming year. 
Thank you. 
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• Environmental Consultants and Engineers 
 
• Site Investigations & Remediation 
 
• Merger and Acquisition Advisory Services 
•  
• Environmental Compliance and Due Diligence 
 
• Industrial Hygiene Services 
 
• Environmental Claims & Litigation Experts 

5788 Widewaters Parkway, Dewitt,  New York 13214  (315)445-2554 - (888) ERM-4YOU 

 

 
 

NOTHNAGLE DRILLING  
SCOTTSVILLE, NY  (585) 538-2328 

FOR ALL YOUR DRILLING NEEDS 
 

* Hollow Stem Augers           * Well Installations 
* Rotary Drilling  * Rock Coring 
* Hammer drills 2”-18” * Construction  
* Blasting  * Heavy Equipment  
* Geoprobing                             * Specialty  Drills 

OSHA HAZWOPER CERTIFIED 
 
Contacts:     Tim Nothnagle   or   Steve Dilaura 
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